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The thesis is based on the reading of the films of Adoor Gopalakrishnan (Adoor),

which foregrounds the power implications embedded in the socio-political milieu of
Kerala in the twentieth century and investigates the resistance in that context. The select
films for study are Elepathayam, Kathapurushan, Mukhamukam, Kodiyettam,
Anantaram, Vidheyan, and Naalu Pennungal. The study examines how all levels of
society share in the circulation and representation of power relations. His plots on power
discourse are set against the transition of Kerala from feudalism to modernity. The study
seeks to examine the Foucauldian understanding of power more as a strategy than as a
possession. It also speaks about the multidirectionality and decenteredness of power. The
study investigates out how power relations are productive and imply resistance. The
reading attempts to explain how the culture creates and internalises constructs such as
state, gender, home, and class, which serve as crucial locations of power. The characters
who do not fit into the conceptual frameworks dictated by society and the fragmentary
nature of the films underline the post structuralist perspective of the films. The study
intends to encapsulate the visual signifiers, which are replete with meanings. They are

considered signs and attain meaning in the contextual analysis. The film being a cultural



artifact , the study of power in terms of oppressor-victim and productive relations may
enlighten the decision makers to form opinion and change perceptions. This may lead to
the questioning of the stereotyped subversions. The reading does not offer a didactic

solution; rather it aims at self realisation and a better understanding of the society.
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