M_.P. Harikrishnan
‘Sivalayam’
Veluthur Road
Cheroor P.O.
Thrissur 680008
Kerala, India

DECLARATION

I hereby declare that the thesis entitled “New World Philosophy of Narnia:
Recognition and Resolution of Crisis” is an authentic record of my studies and
research carried out under the guidance of Dr K. P. Nanda Kumar, Research Guide at
the Reéearch Centre, Department of English, St. Thomas’ College (Autonomous),
Thrissur. I hereby certify that no part of this work has been submitted or published for
the award of any other degree, diploma, title, fellowship or recognition.

—

Place: Thrissur M. P. Harikrishnan

Date: 22-07-2021 Research Scholar
Research Department of English
St. Thomas’ College (Autonomous)

Thrissur 680001



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This research work is the fruitful result of the five-year study conducted on
vast subjects like The Chronicles of Narnia and Ayyavazhi. My humble effort in the
form of this thesis is only a facet among the multiple possibilities hidden in these

Selds of study, which are yet to be explored and examined.

I express heartfelt gratitude to my research supervisor Dr K. P. Nanda Kumar
who monitored and encouraged me in the path of my research. I am ever grateful to
==m for providing timely guidance, corrections and criticisms on the subject and
methodology of my study. I am indeed blessed to accomplish research under such an

experienced mentor who is also a wonderful human being.

I express my sincere gratitude to my research co-supervisor Dr C. S. Biju
without whose presence my research would not have been an impossible task. [ am
always grateful for his valuable instructions and support rendered in absentia of my

research supervisor.

My heartfelt gratitude to the Head of the Department of English, Dr Anto
Thomas C. for his guidance and support rendered all along my research period. His
mstructions and insights in the field of Children’s Literature have worked as

guidelines for the completion of my research work.

I am ever grateful to Dr Farncis K. Kakkassey, the former Head of the
Department of Zoology for the timely support and help rendered. I am thankful to Dr
K. F. Sebastian, the former Head of the Department of English for the help and

support provided.



I place on record my sincere gratitude to the Principal Dr Fr K. A. Martin and
the former principals Dr P. O. Jenson, Dr Ignatius Antony and Dr Joy K. L. for the
support they rendered during every stage of my research. I am thankful to Dr Joby
Thomas K., the research co-ordinator for his support and co-operation provided
during the tenure of my research. I am indeed grateful to the members of Doctoral
Committee for their valuable suggestions and recommendations that helped me to set

my focus clearly.

My special thanks and gratitude to the entire faculty members of the
Department of English. I would like to express my deepest sense of gratitude and
indebtedness to them for their help and support. Special mentions to Dr Syam
Sudhakar and Mr Biju M. A. for sharing their valuable insights helpful in the research
process. I am ever thankful to Mrs Christeena T. Jose for the care and moral support
provided. I am fortunate to have company of my friends, the fellow research scholars
especially from the Department of English. Their moral support and insights prove to
be valuable experiences of life. Thanks to Dr Sheme Mary P.U., Dr Anu Paul, Dr
Soya Joseph, Nimisha K. Jayan and Megha K. Jayadas for their help and support

rendered in the submission of my thesis.

I happily acknowledge the untiring assistance extended by the library staff,
office staff and other supporting staff of the college for their help during the period of
research work. My heartfelt thanks to Mr Sanjo Jose, Librarian, St. Thomas’ College
for providing inspiration and information valuable for research. I am thankful to all
the staff members of CHMK Library, University of Calicut; Public Library, Thrissur

and Kerala Sahitya Academy, Thrissur for their co-operation and support.



- s

Heartfelt thanks to Sri Arun Shankar for his instructions and all over support
provided. I am greatly thankful to Dr R. Ponnu and Dr G. Patrick for providing the
primary resources on Ayyavazhi, without which my research would have been an
mmpossible task. I thankfully remember the support, inspiration and insights provided
by Dr Lekshmi R. Nair, Assistant Professor, Government College, Kottayam. I am
mdeed indebted to Dr Krishnamayi A. the former Head, Department of English,

Vimala College, Thrissur for introducing my guide.

Special thanks to Remyakrishnan A. V. and Atheetha K. Unni for their self-
less support and instructions provided. I am thankful to Dr Latha Nair R., Associate
Professor in English, St. Theresa’s College, Emakulam, for the valuable comments
and suggestions which provided renewed insights for the study. My thanks to Dr
Binoy Kurian Mulayamparambil, Assistant Professor, St. Georges’ College,
Aruvithura and Dr Laly Eugene, former Head, Department of the English, Bharat
Mata College, Ernakulam for sharing their valuable insights useful for my research
work. I am indeed thankful to Dr Vishnu Somasundaran, former Hod/ic Humanities,
VAST, for sharing valuable insights. I am thankful to Ms Priya V. Balakrishnan for

providing valuable resources related to Children’s Fantasy.

My heartfelt thanks to Late P Sundaram Swamikal for familiarizing Ayya
Vaikundar through the translation of “Uchippathippu” of Arul/ Nool. I am greatly
thankful to Sri A. S. Ahimohanan, the Chairman, Nadar Welfare Society, Sri
Vaikunda Raja, Dr Dharmarajani and Sri Balaprajapathi Adigalar, the current spiritual
head of Swamithope Pathi; for supporting the research and providing valuable
resources related to Ayyavazhi. I am thankful for the support of Sri Velayudhan
Nadar and Late Dr Kadavil Chandran for providing their insights and works related to

Ayya Vaikundar.



Special thanks to Smt Sarsawathi S. Varrier for familiarizing me with Tamil
language and supporting me in the translation of Akhilathirattu Ammanai.l am
inexplicably thankful to Sri Jayakrishnan Pindiyath for not only providing valuable
research resources and technical nuances, but also for clearing the ambiguities
regarding the important dates related to Ayya Vaikundar. My thanks to Smt Girijadevi

B. for her translation of verses related to Ayyavazhi.

I am greatly thankful to Sri K.V. Unnikrishnan Vaidyar and Dr R. K.
Harikrishnan of “Gurukripa”, Peringode for the relentless support rendered. My
thanks to Dr K. G. Raveendran, former Medical Director, AVP (Coimbatore) and
Abhiram R. for their support. My thanks also to Dr Vishnu Nampoothiri and Dr
Sreejith R. Venu, along with all the inmates of Paliyil Madom for their well wishes
and support. I express my gratitude and condolences to late H. H. Swami

Nirmalananda Giri Maharaj for his endeavour to support my research work.

1 express my gratefulness to all my teachers from school to college, for
moulding my character and giving me a strong foundation of knowledge and values. I
am ever thankful to the inmates and trustees of Atmaprabhalaya Asritha Asramam,
Cheroor for their constant support and love. I express endless love and gratitude to my
parents who instructed and constructed me, and provided space and inspiration for

this endeavour.

All over gratitude and dedication to Srimad Sakthiprabhananda Gurupadar for

embodying “The Mirror and the Lamp”

M. P. Harikrishnan



DEDICATION

To mother, father, preceptor.

To all of their lineages.

To all children of all ages,

Who encompass all creation.

omvaikunthasamarambham
karunakaramadhyamam |
asmadguruvarasampurnnam

vand€ guruparamparam ||

harimutalam palad€vapiija ceyto
ripujitarayi niri$varattilanto |
krpanatavittu krpamrtam kuticcu

snanusamiyatatu nétiyor jayiykka ||

civam@ civame civamaniy@ teyva mutalé citamparamé
tavame tavamé tavakkolunt€ tantavacankara tamiyg enkaluta
pavamé pavamgé palanalufl ceyta pavamaruttun
akamévait tenkalai yatkolvay

civa civa civa civa ara kara ara kara



A NOTE ON DOCUMENTATION

I, hereby, would like to acknowledge that the documentation in the thesis is prepared

in accordance with the style format suggested by MLA Handbook (8th Edition).



CONTENTS

Acknowledgements

Dedication

A Note on Documentation

Chapter One Introduction 1
Chapter Two Fantasy and the New World 23
Chapter Three The Chronicles of Narnia: A Text of Ayyavazhi 83
Chapter Four The New World of Narnia: Recognizing and Healing Crisis 153
Chapter Five Conclusion 229

Work Cited 253



